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Dr. Todd Freeberg is professor and associate head of the Department of Psychology and is a joint
faculty member in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. His research focuses on
relationships between complexity of social groups and the diversity of communicative signals used
by individuals in those groups. He is an Associate Editor for the journals Animal Behaviour and
the Journal of Comparative Psychology.

Abstract: We have known for decades that animal behavior is influenced by the genetic and developmental backgrounds
of individuals. In human behavior, it is also clear that the immediate social context of an individual powerfully influences
her or his behavior. It is becoming increasingly clear that social context also plays an important role in non-human
animal behavior. This presentation will outline a few of the experiments that we have conducted recently on the vocal
and problem-solving behavior of Carolina chickadees, a small songbird common to the southeastern United States. We
have found that chickadee flock size and composition influence the complexity and use of calls by individuals and also
their ability to solve novel foraging problems. Our work provides support to the hypothesis that social complexity drives
communicative complexity and may drive social intelligence.
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The seminar will be live streamed.
EEQEEESSEE http://www.nimbios.org/videos/livestream
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